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The purpose of this policy is to state the guidelines to be followed during vehicle pursuits. 
 
Policy: 
 
Vehicular pursuit of fleeing suspects presents a danger to the lives of the public, Officers and 
suspects involved in the pursuit.  It is the policy of this Department to protect all persons' lives to 
the extent possible when enforcing the law.  In addition, it is the responsibility of the Department 
to assist Officers in the safe performance of their duties.  To effect these obligations, it shall be 
the policy of the Department to narrowly regulate the manner in which vehicular pursuit is 
undertaken and performed. If upon attempting to effect a valid stop, or arrest, the subject 
initiates evasive action or refuses to stop, the Officer may initiate a vehicular pursuit when 
there is reasonable suspicion that a fleeing suspect has committed or has attempted to 
commit a violent forcible felony as described in Definitions. In instances where immediate 
apprehension cannot be effected with reasonable safety, an Officer shall attempt to obtain 
sufficient information to effect subsequent apprehension. 
  
Vehicle pursuits for misdemeanor offenses, traffic, or civil infractions are prohibited. 
 
Any case where an Officer “follows” a subject vehicle, but does not engage in apprehension efforts, 
shall not constitute a “pursuit.”  To “follow” means to drive in close proximity to a subject vehicle 
without using any apprehension efforts (such as hand signals, use of emergency take-down 
equipment, etc.). The police vehicle must adhere to traffic laws and traffic control devices. When an 
Officer “follows” a subject vehicle for more than (5) five minutes, the Officer shall contact their 
district supervisor. However, once a subject vehicle speeds away or takes any evasive action in an 
effort to distance itself from police, regardless if emergency take-down equipment has been 
activated, the Officer shall immediately discontinue “following” the vehicle unless it meets the criteria 
for a pursuit as described in this policy. 
 
Definitions: 
 
Boxing-In: The surrounding of a law violator's vehicle with pursuit vehicles, which are then 
slowed to a stop with the law violator's vehicle.  Boxing-in is not allowed by this agency’s policy. 
[CFA 24.04A]   
 
Emergency Lights: Emergency lights include roof-mounted light bars, on-dash or in-grill red 
and/or blue rotating or flashing lights, and flashing headlights. 
 
Emergency Mode: A designated emergency vehicle in motion when responding to a call with 
both emergency lights and siren on continuously.  This mode of operation includes the 
Emergency Following mode and the Pursuit mode. (Code 3) 
 
Emergency or Police Vehicle: A unit or vehicle will be deemed an emergency or police vehicle 
when responding to an emergency call or situations according to this policy, applicable laws, and 
F.S. 316.  Emergency or police vehicles include: 
 

• Any marked unit equipped with both emergency lights and siren 
 
• Unmarked unit equipped with both emergency lights and siren 

 
• Any other vehicle designated by the Chief of Police, equipped with both emergency lights 

and siren. 
 
Not all Emergency Vehicles are Pursuit Vehicles. See “Marked Patrol Unit”, below.  
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Emergency Situations or Call: A Priority 1 complaint received by the Communications Section 
that, based on the available information, includes the following: 
 

• Situations involving an immediate and serious danger to a person's life (armed and/or 
dangerous subject(s), shooting, an Officer in trouble, etc.) 
 
 

• Situations requiring immediate action to prevent serious injury or death (fire, explosions, 
chemical hazards, etc.) 
 

• Situations involving injuries that require immediate attention (accident, shooting, 
stabbing, etc.) 
 

• Felonies in progress, robberies, etc 
 

• Any other situation meeting emergency criteria (Priority 1) as established by the 
Department. 

 
Marked Patrol Unit: An authorized law enforcement vehicle equipped with all of the following: 
functional roof-mounted emergency lights, sirens, identified by a conspicuous paint scheme and 
agency insignia, and designed by the manufacturer to be a pursuit vehicle. 
 
Moving Roadblock (Boxing-In): The positioning of moving emergency vehicles to slow and/or 
stop a fleeing vehicle that has been authorized.  Moving Roadblock (Boxing-in) is not allowed by 
this policy. [CFA 24.04] 
 
Primary Unit: Generally, the law enforcement Officer that initiates the pursuit. If the initiating 
vehicle is not a marked car with emergency equipment, a marked car with emergency equipment 
shall when possible, assume the primary unit status. 
 
Pursuit: An active and continuing effort by an Officer in an authorized emergency pursuit vehicle 
to apprehend the occupant(s) of a moving vehicle, and: 
 

• Providing that the driver of such vehicle is or should be aware of the attempt 
 
• Whose operator is aware of the attempt and willfully flees in an attempt to elude 

 
• Refuses to stop in an attempt to avoid apprehension 

 
• Takes other evasive action(s) 

 
• The Officer is operating in the Emergency Mode, and 

 
• The Officer exceeds the posted speed limit. 

Pursuit Supervisor: A supervisor directly responsible for the coordination and safety of the 
pursuit. 
 
Ramming: A deliberate act by the driver of a vehicle to forcibly strike another vehicle in an 
attempt to stop or disable the other vehicle. Ramming is not allowed by this policy. 
 
Reasonable Suspicion: For the purposes of this policy, an Officer must be able to articulate 
specific facts which, when taken in the totality of the circumstances, reasonably indicates that the 
suspect did commit or has attempted to commit a violent forcible felony as outlined in this 
policy. 
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Secondary Unit: The law enforcement unit that trails the primary pursuit unit at a safe distance 
and that is available to assume the primary role or assist the primary unit if the fleeing vehicle is 
stopped. 
 
Serious Physical Injury: Bodily injury that creates a substantial risk of death; a bodily injury that 
causes serious permanent disfigurement; or results in long-term loss or impairment of the 
function of any body member or organ. 
 
Siren: The siren will include an issued or approved audible device or equipment capable of a 
continuous monotone, warble, and two-tone warning.  A horn will not be used instead of a siren. 
 
Stationary Roadblock: A barricade or other obstruction set up to stop or prevent the escape of a 
fleeing vehicle. Stationary Roadblocks are not allowed by this policy. 
 
Support Unit: Units that provide assistance during a pursuit situation. 
 
Traffic Law Exemption: The exemptions from complying with traffic laws granted to emergency 
vehicles by Sections 316.072 and 316.126 (3), Florida Statues. 
 

• Section 316.072 (5), Florida Statues, authorizes emergency vehicles to disregard traffic 
signals, (after slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation), stop signs, speed 
limits, directional signs, etc., as long as they do not endanger life and property when 
responding to an emergency call or pursuit of suspected or actual violators of the law. 
During any pursuit, there must be due regard for the safety of all persons. 

 
• Section 316.126, Florida Statues, requires that emergency equipment be in continuous 

use when emergency vehicles are being operated beyond the laws regulating all other 
traffic. 

 
Unmarked Unit: Any law enforcement vehicle other than a marked unit. 
 
Violent Forcible Felony: For the purpose of this directive, shall be when a suspect has 
committed or attempted to commit:  
 
 1. Murder. 
 2. Manslaughter. 
 3. Robbery. 
 4. Sexual battery. 
 5. Arson to a structure reasonably believed to be occupied. 
 6. Use of explosive devices to a structure reasonably believed to be occupied. 
 7. Kidnapping 
 8. Carjacking. 
 9. Burglary of an occupied dwelling/structure and the suspect(s) is armed with a firearm. 
 10. Aggravated assault on a law enforcement Officer with a deadly weapon (firearm, edged 

weapon) or other weapon. Does not include a motor vehicle. 
 11. Aggravated battery on a law enforcement Officer resulting in serious injury. 
      12.  Aggravated battery on a citizen(s) where the suspect used a weapon. 
 
NOTE: The fact that an Officer had to move from the path of a fleeing vehicle does not 
constitute an aggravated assault, attempted murder, attempted aggravated battery, or 
attempted manslaughter for the purposes of this policy. 
 
Procedure: 
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528.01 GENERAL 

 
1.   When engaged in pursuits, Officer(s) will follow the listed guidelines: 

 
a) Only two agency vehicles may pursue actively: a primary unit and a secondary unit. 
 
b) A secondary unit will not pass the primary pursuit unit unless authorized by the 

primary pursuit Officer. 
 
c) Primary and secondary units will not drive parallel to each other during the pursuit, 

except during an authorized pass. 
 
d) Pursuit units will not drive on the wrong side of any interstate highway, controlled 

access highway, on/off ramps, divided highway, or the wrong way on one-way streets 
without supervisory approval. Pursuits will continue only when they can be conducted 
under conditions and in a manner providing the greatest margin of safety. 

 
e) Officers shall not leave their assigned zone to engage in a pursuit unless assigned by 

their district Supervisor or Dispatch. 
 
f) Traffic Unit motorcycles will not engage in motor vehicle pursuits. 

 
528.02 INITIATION OF PURSUIT 

 
1. If upon attempting to effect a valid stop, or arrest, the subject initiates evasive action or 

refuses to stop, the Officer must make a decision to pursue the vehicle or to disengage. 
Considering the restrictions contained within this policy, Officers may engage in a vehicle 
pursuit when they have a reasonable suspicion that a fleeing suspect has committed or 
has attempted to commit a violent forcible felony as described in Definitions. Vehicle 
pursuits for misdemeanor offenses, traffic, or civil infractions are prohibited. 

 
 All other vehicle pursuits are prohibited.  

 
528.03 EVALUATION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES 

 
1.   The below listed factors will be considered when determining whether any pursuit should be 

initiated, continued, or terminated: [CFA17.06A]  
 

a) Nature of the suspected violent forcible felony. 
 
b) Safety of pursuing Officer(s) must be considered 

 
c) Safety of the fleeing perpetrator must be considered 

 
d) The volume of vehicular and pedestrian traffic are factors that must be considered, 

such as: 
 

i) Time of day; daytime vs. late night traffic 
 

ii) Increased traffic during rush hours 
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iii) Potential traffic volume for special events (parades, sporting events, holidays, 
etc.) 

 
e) The geographical condition(s) of the location of the pursuit is an important factor. 

 
i) Residential neighborhoods, especially high-density multi-family housing areas 

are not conducive to high speeds. In these pursuing vehicles will be restricted to 
a pursuit speed no greater than 20 mph over the posted speed limit. 

 
ii) Business districts have traffic congestion features that must be considered. 

 
iii) Because the pursuit can travel from one type of neighborhood to another, 

conditions may change that would alter the speed of the pursuit or cause it to be 
terminated. 

 
f) Weather conditions, such as rain, fog, or smoke, can contribute to adverse road 

conditions and/or affect visibility. 
 
g) Type of road, such as interstate or limited access highways, vs. two lane twisting and 

turning roads, will affect the drivers ability to control the vehicle. 
 
h) Road conditions, such as construction, may alter the surface of the road, narrow the 

lanes, or increase traffic volume. 
 
i) Familiarity of Officer(s) and supervisors with the area of the pursuit 
 
j) Speeds involved: 

 
i) In accordance with Florida law, Officer’s vehicles engaged in emergency 

operations may exceed the maximum speed limit so long as life or property is not 
endangered. Road and weather conditions and the exercise of good judgement 
shall limit speed. 

 
ii) It is important to consider whether or not the speed of the pursuit is safe for the 

condition(s). Generally, the higher the speed, the greater the risk for potential 
damage and/or injury. 

 
iii) It is also important to remember that the driving skills of the pursuing Officer may 

be better than those of the driver in the fleeing vehicle. 
 
k) Quality of radio communications between pursuing unit(s), the Dispatcher, and 

supervisor 
 
l) Whether the suspect being pursued is readily identifiable or subject to capture at 

another time or by other means. 
 

m) Officers’ training and/or experience in pursuit driving, along with the performance 
capabilities of the pursuit vehicle. 

 
n) Officers, Supervisors, and Commanders at all levels have a responsibility to closely 

monitor the progress of each vehicle pursuit. The need for apprehension must be 
constantly weighed against the potential danger created by the vehicle pursuit.  

 
528.04 INITIATING MEMBER’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
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1.  The pursuing Officer shall immediately notify Communications Center personnel that a pursuit 

is underway.  The Officer shall provide Communications personnel with the following 
information: [CFA 17.06B]  

 
a) Unit identification; 

 
b) Location, speed and direction of travel of the fleeing vehicle; 

 
c) Description and license plate number, if known, of the fleeing vehicle; 

 
d) Number of occupants in the fleeing vehicle, and descriptions, where possible; 

 
e) Reasons supporting the decision to pursue. 
 

2. Failure to provide this information to Communications personnel may result in an immediate 
decision by the Officer’s District Supervisor or Watch Commander to terminate the vehicle 
pursuit. 
 

3. The primary pursuit unit shall reduce the level of pursuit to that of support or backup unit 
where: 

 
a) The fleeing vehicle comes under the surveillance of an air unit. The air unit will take over 

radio traffic once they have properly identified the suspect vehicle, or 
 

b) Another vehicle has been assigned primary pursuit responsibility. 
 

4. Any primary or backup unit that sustains damage or failure of essential vehicular equipment 
during pursuit shall not be permitted to continue in the pursuit. The unit shall notify Com-
munications so that another unit may be assigned to the pursuit. 

 
5. Pursuits will be terminated when immediate apprehension cannot be made with 

reasonable safety. The Officer will attempt to obtain sufficient information to make an 
arrest later. [CFA 17.06H]  

 
528.05 SECONDARY UNIT RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
1.  The secondary unit is authorized to pursue at a safe distance and to assist the primary 

unit.  
 

2. While operating in close proximity of the pursuit, the secondary unit will assist the primary 
unit with radio communications, relaying the pursuit location, direction of travel, and any 
other pertinent information. This will not restrict the District Supervisor or Watch 
Commander from giving instructions directly to the primary unit, the secondary unit, or the 
Communications Section.  [CFA 17.06C]  

 
528.06 UNMARKED UNIT RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
1.  Unmarked units, with blue lights and siren, may pursue motor vehicles as a primary 

pursuit unit until the arrival of a marked patrol unit or helicopter support.  
 

2. The unmarked unit will continue as the secondary unit until another marked patrol unit 
arrives. The unmarked unit will terminate active involvement in the pursuit upon the 
arrival of the second marked patrol unit. [CFA 17.06H]  
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528.07 BACKUP UNITS RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
1.   Additional backup units may be assigned by the District Supervisor or Watch Commander 

as needed for the apprehension of violent fugitives, suspects in major felonies, multiple 
fleeing vehicles, or multiple occupants in a fleeing vehicle. 
 

2. Officers not directly involved in the pursuit, who are responding and being coordinated as 
additional support, will operate their vehicles in a safe and prudent manner. 
 

3. All units will refrain from non-emergency radio traffic on the pursuit channel to ensure an 
open channel of communications for the pursuing units. The District Supervisor, Watch 
Commander, and the pursuing units are the only exceptions.  Unless otherwise advised, 
pursuit units will remain on their assigned frequencies.  

 
528.08 SHOOTING FROM OR AT A MOVING VEHICLE DURING PURSUITS 

 
1. Officer(s) shall not shoot from or at a moving vehicle, except under the following 

circumstances: 
 

a) The use of deadly force is justified under state law, Bradenton Police policies and 
procedures, and is consistent with providing due care for the safety of the public. 

 
528.09 DISPATCHER’S RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
1.   Upon notification that a pursuit is in progress, Communications personnel shall immediately 

advise the Watch Commander and appropriate District Supervisor of essential information 
regarding the pursuit. [CFA 17.06D]  

 
2. The radio channel shall be cleared for emergency traffic, primarily for the pursuit unit(s) and 

the field supervisor.  
 

a) All other units shall refrain from reporting their locations unless requested.  
 

3. Dispatch shall remain silent unless transmissions are unclear, or when asked for 
clarification, or when a supervisor response or instruction is necessary. 
 

4. Communications personnel shall carry out the following activities and responsibilities during 
the pursuit: 

 
a) Shall determine and assign the next closest unit as a secondary (back-up) unit and shall 

notify the Watch Commander and appropriate District Supervisor of the pursuit and the 
assigned vehicles. 

b) Receive and record all incoming information on the pursuit and the pursued vehicle. 
 
c) Control all radio communications and clear the radio channels of all non-emergency 

calls. 
 
d) Obtain criminal record and vehicle checks of the suspect. 
 
e) Coordinate and dispatch backup assistance and air support units (if available) under the 

direction of the Watch Commander and appropriate District Supervisor, and 
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f) Notify neighboring jurisdictions, where practical, when pursuit may extend into their 
locality. 

 
5. If the Watch Commander or any other Supervisor gives the order to terminate the vehicle 

pursuit, the Dispatcher shall hit the “Alert Tone” and repeat the order to terminate the pursuit.  
 

6. Dispatch shall ask units for:  
 

a) Acknowledgement of the order, and  
 
b) The location at the time of termination. 
 

 528.10 WATCH COMMANDER AND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

1.  Upon notification that a vehicular pursuit incident is in progress, the Watch Commander and 
the appropriate District Supervisor shall assume responsibility for the monitoring and control 
of the pursuit as it progresses. 
[CFA 17.06E]  
 

2. The Watch Commander and the appropriate District Supervisor shall continuously review 
the incoming data to determine whether the pursuit should be continued or terminated. 
 
a) If the Watch Commander or any other Supervisor terminates the vehicle pursuit he/she 

shall give clear radio instructions to terminate.  
 

3. In controlling the pursuit incident, the Watch Commander and appropriate District Supervisor 
shall be responsible for coordination of the pursuit as follows: 

 
a) Directing pursuit vehicles or air support units into or out of the pursuit  (if available)  
b) Approval or disapproval, and coordination of pursuit tactics, and 

 
c) Approval or disapproval to leave jurisdiction to continue pursuit. 
 

4. The Watch Commander and appropriate District Supervisor may approve and assign 
additional backup vehicles or support units to assist the primary and backup pursuit vehicles 
based on an analysis of: 

 
a) The nature of the offense for which pursuit was initiated. 

 
b) The number of suspects and any known propensity for violence. 

 
c) The number of Officers in the pursuit vehicles. 

 
d) Any damage or injuries to the assigned primary and backup vehicle or Officers. 

 
e) The number of Officers necessary to make an arrest at the conclusion of the pursuit, 

and 
 

f) Any other clear and articulate facts that would warrant the increased hazards caused by 
numerous pursuit vehicles. 

 
5. The Watch Commander and appropriate District Supervisor assigned to monitor the pursuit 

shall be responsible for: 
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a) Enforcing pursuit procedures 
 
b) Making note of unauthorized units in the pursuit (or at the conclusion of the pursuit) 
 
c) Any breaches of radio discipline 
 

6. If, after the initiation of a pursuit, it becomes apparent the pursuit cannot be continued in a 
manner that affords reasonable safety, the pursuit shall be terminated. 

 
528.11 COMMUNICATIONS CONDUCT DURING PURSUIT 

 
1.   During a pursuit, good communications between pursuing unit(s), the Dispatcher, the Watch 

Commander, District Supervisor(s), and other units is essential. The pursuing Officer shall: 
 

a) Maintain radio contact with the Dispatcher until the secondary unit arrives and takes 
over radio traffic. 

 
b) Keep radio transmissions as brief as possible: 

 
i) Keep radio transmissions pertinent to the chase and advise locations and changes 

in direction 
 

ii) If a pursuit is terminated for any reason, the unit shall provide his/her location, the 
location where the vehicle was last seen; its speed, and last direction of travel. 

 
iii) If communication is lost between the primary unit and the communications center, 

the Watch Commander may terminate the vehicle pursuit.  
 
 

 528.12 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS DURING PURSUIT 
 

1.  Each unit authorized to engage in vehicular pursuit shall be required to activate headlights 
and all emergency vehicle equipment prior to beginning pursuit. 

 
2. Officers engaged in a pursuit shall at all times drive in a manner exercising reasonable care 

for the safety of themselves and all other persons and property within the pursuit area. 
 

3. Officer(s) are permitted to suspend conformance with normal traffic regulations during 
pursuit as long as reasonable care is used when driving in a manner not otherwise 
permitted, and the maneuver is reasonably necessary to gain control of the suspect. 

 
528.13 PURSUIT TACTICS 

 
1.   Unless expressly authorized by a field supervisor, pursuit shall be limited to the assigned pri-

mary and backup vehicles.  Officers are not otherwise permitted to join the pursuit team, or 
follow the pursuit on parallel streets. 
 

2. The secondary vehicle shall not follow too closely and will not attempt to pass the primary 
vehicle unless the primary vehicle is forced to drop out of the pursuit. Emergency lights and 
siren shall be used throughout the pursuit. 

 
3. Unless extenuating circumstances exist, “caravans” of vehicles during a pursuit situation are 

prohibited. A “caravan” is defined as more than two (2) law enforcement vehicles following a 
fleeing vehicle. 
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4. Officers may not intentionally use their vehicle to bump or ram the suspect's vehicle in order 

to force the vehicle to a stop off the road or in a ditch. 
 

5. Departmental policy pertaining to the use of deadly force shall be adhered to during the 
pursuit. 

 
528.14 INTERVENTION   

 
1.   Intervention of a pursued vehicle will only be permitted when all other reasonable means 

have failed. Intervention is warranted by the seriousness of the offense or hazard to the 
safety of persons or property. The Watch Commander shall expressly approve any 
intervention, prior to its implementation. [CFA 17.06F]  

 
2. Stationary Roadblocks: Will not be used as a means to stop a pursued violator. [CFA 

24.04]  
 

3. Moving Roadblock (Boxing-In): The positioning of moving emergency vehicles to slow 
and/or stop a fleeing vehicle that has been authorized.  Moving Roadblock (Boxing-in) is 
not allowed by this policy. [CFA 24.04A]  

 
4. Ramming: A deliberate act by the driver of a vehicle to forcibly strike another vehicle in 

an attempt to stop or disable the other vehicle. Ramming is not allowed by this policy. 
 
5. When a Department vehicle is involved in physical contact with a pursued vehicle 

resulting in property damage, injury, or death, the incident will be investigated as outlined 
in the policy indexed as “Use of Force” and Traffic Crash Investigations.” The Watch 
Commander shall respond to the scene.  

 
528.15 TERMINATION OF PURSUIT 

 
1.  A decision to terminate pursuit may be the most rational means of preserving the lives and 

property of both public, and the Officers and suspects engaged in pursuit.  The pursuing 
Officer, Watch Commander, and any member of the rank of Sergeant and above may 
terminate a pursuit. [CFA 17.06H]  
 

2. Pursuit shall be immediately terminated in any of the following circumstances.   
 

a) The pursuit is for a misdemeanor offense, traffic, or civil infraction. 
 

b) Weather or traffic conditions substantially increase the danger of pursuit beyond the 
worth of apprehending the suspect. 
 

c) The distance between the pursuit and fleeing vehicles is so great the further pursuit is 
futile; or 
 

d) The danger posed by continued pursuit to the public, the Officers or the suspect is 
greater than the value of apprehending the suspect(s). 

 
e) A pursuit will be terminated if the suspect’s identity has been determined, immediate 

apprehension is not necessary to protect the public or Officers, and apprehension at a 
later date is feasible. 
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3. If a pursuit is terminated for any reason, the unit shall provide his/her location, the location 
where the vehicle was last seen; it’s speed, and last direction of travel. 

 
528.16 INTERJURISDICTIONAL PURSUITS 

 
1.   An Officer in fresh and continuous pursuit may pursue outside the city limits (F.S.   

901.25). 
 

2. All involved Officers will follow appropriate procedures of this policy and if another 
jurisdiction assumes the primary position of the pursuit, all BPD units will relinquish their 
positions and follow at a safe distance. 

 
3. The pursuing Officer shall notify Communications when it is likely that a pursuit will continue 

into a neighboring jurisdiction or across the county or state line. Communications will notify 
the jurisdiction and provide the following information: 

 
a) Vehicle and suspect descriptions; 
 
b) Details of the charges; 
 
c) Any available data on the vehicle pursuit, such as length, speeds, and suspect’s driving 

skills displayed. 
 

4. The Watch Commander must approve or disapprove the continuation of a pursuit crossing 
jurisdictional boundaries; the Officer may still terminate the pursuit.  Consideration should be 
given to terminating any pursuit crossing boundaries. [CFA 17.05H]  

 
528.17 INTRAJURISDICTIONAL PURSUITS  

 
1.   Members will not engage in pursuits initiated by agencies outside the agency’s jurisdiction 

that enter the City of Bradenton unless instructed to do so by the Watch Commander.  All 
guidelines and restrictions regarding pursuits described in this policy will be followed.  
Members will stop their involvement if the pursuit leaves the city limits. The Watch 
Commander will be kept informed.  

 
528.18 ARREST OTHER JURISDICTION  

 
1.  When a member makes an arrest outside the County, the member will immediately have 

the Officer in charge of the jurisdiction notified. 
 
2. The pursuing member and the Officer from the other jurisdiction will take the arrestee 

before a county court judge or other committing magistrate of the county where the arrest 
was made without delay (F.S. 901.25). 

 
528.19 ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 

 
1. Immediately following any pursuit or pursuit assistance provided to an outside agency, all 

Officers involved will document their involvement.  Copies of all reports will be forwarded 
to the Primary Officer’s Zone Commander.  

 
2. Reporting Responsibilities: 
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a) Primary Officer: The primary Officer will initiate the original Offense Incident Report 
which shall include the following: 

 
i) Reason for pursuit/initial charge; 

 
ii) Place of origin 

iii) Route of travel 

iv) Length of pursuit 

v) Point of termination 

vi) Suspect’s name, if apprehended 

vii) Injuries and/or damage that occurred as a result of the pursuit; and 

viii) Any other noteworthy data or findings; 
 

b)   Secondary Officers: All other Officers involved in the pursuit will complete a 
supplemental report on their involvement. 

 
c) Pursuit Supervisor: The supervisor in charge of the pursuit will complete a 

supplement report. This report will document the supervisor's actions and 
involvement. 

 
d) Communications: Will reduce the pursuit to a compact disc and provide a copy to the 

investigating Zone Commander. 
 

e) The investigating Zone Commander will review the pursuit using the following criteria: 
 

i) Weather conditions and road surfaces at the time of the pursuit 
 

ii) Population of the area(s) where the pursuit took place 
 

iii) The date and time of day 
 

iv) Officers involved 
 

v) Positive and negative aspects of the pursuit, and 
 

vi) A determination if agency policy was followed. 
 

f) Within five days of the pursuit the Zone Commander will forward the review to their 
respective District Commander. The District Commander will review and forward a 
written memorandum of his findings to the Major of Patrol Operations for review. 

 
g) Each District Commander shall review all pursuits within their district of responsibility, 

regardless of the outcome, to identify strengths and weaknesses in policy, procedure, 
and training needs. Each District Commander shall prepare an annual analysis 
(January 15th) for all pursuits that occurred in the preceding calendar year, and 
submit it to the Major of Patrol Operations, and the Chief of Police.  
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